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Volunteers Make a Difference at Frances 

Short Pond  

T h e  C i t y  o f  
Flagstaff, Coconino 
County and the  
Arizona Game and 
Fish Department are 
pleased to present our 
first Open Space 
Newsletter highlight-
ing the great work 
many local organiza-
tions are doing to 
build and enhance a 
thriving open space 
system in and around 
Flagstaff.  

L a s t  F a l l ,   
community members  
participated in the 3rd 
annual Regional Open 
Space Symposium. 
The stories in this 
newsletter  share  
exciting updates since 
tha t  communi ty  
meeting.  

Enjoy! 

Each year, the City 
of Flagstaff partners 
with many local  
organizations to host 
the annual Make a  
Difference Day event. 

This year, nearly 100 
v o l u n t e e r s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
restoration projects at 
Frances Short Pond 
near Thorpe Park.  
Volunteers worked  
together to winterize 
the historic 1890s-era 
Veit Cabin, remove 
invasive weeds and 
debris, take out a chain 
link fence, improve the 
area trail system, and 
restore the pond  
habitat by addressing 
erosion issues and 
p l a n t i n g  n a t i v e  

cottonwood trees to improve 
wildlife opportunities.    
     This event was just one in 
a series of projects focused 
on improving the Pond  
area and making it a center 
f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  
environmental education for 
the Flagstaff community. 
City staff is working with 
local nonprofits and teachers 
to establish plans for the  
area, including restoring the 

Volunteers weatherize the 
historic Veit cabin.  

Photo Credit: Bry Karakey 

historic cabin for reg-
ular use as an on-site 
outdoor classroom. 
Willow Bend Envi-
ronmental Education 
Center is developing 
comprehensive, multi-
d a y  c u r r i c u l u m  
programs that address 
wildlife, water quality, 
and fish. Additionally, 
partners will be  
d e v e l o p i n g  
interpretive signs that 
provide information 
about the history of 
Frances Short Pond 
and the Veit Cabin. 

F o r  m o r e  
information, contact 
David McKee at  
928-213-2474.  

 

David McKee and Allen 
Haden address erosion issues. 

Photo Credit: Tom Bean 

Flagstaff Rotary Club volunteers  
deconstruct the outdoor classroom. 

Volunteers remove a bollard 
from the cabin area. 
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This year, the City hosted the 
annual regional National Trails 
Day event at the Cityõs Picture 
Canyon Natural and Cultural 
Preserve. Over 100 volunteers 
and many community partners 
worked together to construct 1.5 
miles of the Tom Moody Trail 
and naturalize 1 mile of road. 
Additionally, teams remove 50 
abandoned tires and a substantial 
number of invasive species from 
2 acres of riparian habitat during 
this annual celebration of trails. 
This volunteer event was critical 
in establishing a designated trail 
system at Picture Canyon. 

National Trails Day at 

Picture Canyon  
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Restoring  

Observatory Mesa  

Volunteers at National Trails Day. Photo  
Credit: Flagstaff Biking Organization  

The Flagstaff Fire Department 
has completed the first phase of 
forest restoration projects on  
Observatory Mesa Natural Area. 
This project reduced fire fuels and 
improved habitat diversity on 500 
acres of the Mesa and was funded 
by the Flagstaff Watershed  
Protection Project, a partnership 
between the State, City, and  
Coconino National Forest to  
reduce the risk of devastating 
w i l d f i r e 
and   
p o s t- f i r e 
flooding. 

In 2015, the City of 

Flagstaff received 

approximately $120,000 in 

grant funding for open 

space projects. 
Cut trees ready to be hauled to the mill. 

City of Flagstaff Open Space Updates  

Open Spaces Commission adopts  

Strategic Plan  

T h e  O p e n  S p a c e s  
Commission, responsible for 
advising City Council on 
open space related issues, 
has adopted their Strategic 
Plan, which was presented at 
the 2014 Open Spaces  
Symposium. The Plan  

describes conservation  
criteria for potential open 
space designation and  
pr ior i t izes a reas for  
conservation and public  
access, outlining the long 
term vision for a greater 
Flagstaff open space system. 

 Whereõs McKenzie? 

McKenzie Jones meets her first llama. 

McKenzie Jones, City of Flagstaff  
Community Sustainability Specialist, joined 
the City of Flagstaff in 2011 and worked 
closely with the Flagstaff community to build 
the Cityõs open space program. She  
successfully managed the acquisition of 
2,700 acres of designated open space  
including Observatory Mesa Natural Area 
and Picture Canyon Natural and Cultural 

Preserve. During her time at 
the City, McKenzie was  
actively involved in local  
policy development and long 
term open space planning  
efforts. With the creation of 
the Open Space 
Specialist position, 
she will no longer be 
directly involved 
with Flagstaffõs 
open space   

program, although she will  
continue to enjoy Flagstaffõs 
beautiful open space areas. If 
you have questions about 
recycling or keeping llamas, 
McKenzie will continue to 

lead the Cityõs 
waste   
p r e v e n t i o n 
and food 
policy efforts.�� 

In 2014, volunteers donated 

1187 hours pulling weeds, 

cleaning up trash, and 

maintaining trails at City 

open spaces. 


